©) Read it yourself 


Note to parents, carers and teachers 


Read it yourself is a series of modern stories, favourite 
characters and traditional tales written in a simple 
way for children who are learning to read. The books 
can be read independently or as part of a guided 
reading session. 


Each book is carefully structured to include many 
high-frequency words vital for first reading. The 
sentences on each page are supported closely by 
pictures to help with understanding, and to offer 
lively details to talk about. 


The books are graded into four levels that progressively 
introduce wider vocabulary and longer stories as a 
reader’s ability and confidence grows. 


_ Ideas for use 


* Ask how your child would like to approach 
reading at this stage. Would he prefer to hear 
you read the story first, or would he like to read 
the story to you and see how he gets on? 


* Help him to sound out any words he does 
not know. 


* Developing readers can be concentrating so hard 
on the words that they sometimes don’t fully 
grasp the meaning of what they’re reading. 
Answering the puzzle questions on pages 
46 and 47 will help with understanding. 


For more information and advice on Read it yourself and 
book banding, visit www.ladybird.com/readityourself 


Level 3 is ideal for children who are 
developing reading confidence and stamina, 
and who are eager to read longer stories with 
a wider vocabulary. 


Special features: Wider vocabulary, reinforced 
through repetition 
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Thumbelina 


Illustrated by Valentina Belloni 
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Once there was a woman 
who didn’t have any children. 
She really wanted a little girl. 


One day, an old woman came 
to see her. 


“Plant this seed,” said the old 
woman. “Soon you will have 
a little girl.” 


So the woman planted the seed, 
and very soon, there was a flower. 
When the flower opened, out came | 
a little girl. The woman took the 
little girl into her home. 


“You are as little as my thumb,” 
said the woman, “so I shall call 
you Thumbelina.” 


The woman looked after 
Thumbelina, and Thumbelina 
was happy. 


One day, a toad saw 
Thumbelina playing. , : 
“What a pretty little girl!” o, he ig 
a E _ said the toad. “I shall take © - 
her home with me. She will a 
marry my son.” . 
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So the toad took Thumbelina 
away. She put Thumbelina 
on a lily leaf and went to look 


for her son. 
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Thumbelina was very happy in the 
wood. She lived there all summer. 
But when winter came, all the 
butterflies flew away. Thumbelina 
was all alone. 


_ Amouse came by. 


“Please help me,” said Thumbelina. 
: 7 ia cold and I don’t have ahomeat 
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The winter was very long 
and very cold. 


“Soon there won't be any food for 
you, said the mouse. “You should 
marry the mole. He has food.” 


elina was veryunhappy 
e didn’t want to marry — 


In the mole’s tunnel, Thumbelina 
saw a swallow who was hurt. 


“All of my friends flew away when 
winter came,” said the swallow. 
“Tm all alone.’ 
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Thumbelina looked after 
the swallow all winter. 


When summer came, the 
swallow was better and 
he flew away to be with 
his friends. 


Once again, Thumbelina 
was all alone. 


“Soon it will be winter. I will 
have to marry the mole and live 
down in his dark tunnel again,” 
she said. 
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~“Come with me,” he said. “Iwill _ . 


They took Thumbelina 
to see their prince. 


The prince said, “Will you 
marry me, Thumbelina?” 
Thumbelina said, “Yes.” 


So Thumbelina and the prince 
lived happily ever after. 
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How much do you remember about 
the story of Thumbelina? Answer these 
questions and find out! 


® What happens when the 
woman plants the seed? 


® Who wants Thumbelina to 
marry her son? 
® Can you name one animal that 


Thumbelina lives with? 


@ Where does the swallow | 
take Thumbelina? | 


® Who does Thumbelina 
marry in the end? 


46 


Look at the different story sentences and 
match them to the people who said them. 


“Soon you will have a little girl.” 


“You are as little as my thumb.” 


“T shall take her home with me. 
She will marry my son.” 


“Come and live with me.” 
“Please help me.” - 


“Will you marry me, Thumbelina?” 
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Tick the books you've read! 
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The Read it yourself with Ladybird 
app is now available 


0 Available on the Seal APP ON 
App Store 9 > Google play 


Pretty Thumbelina is the size of a thumb! 
Find out what happens when she meets 
lots of strange characters. 


Read it yourself is a series of character stories 
and traditional tales, written in a simple way 
for children who are learning to read. 


For more confident readers who 
can read simple stories with help. 
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